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A Practical Treatise ox Genjto-urinary and Venereal Diseases 
and Syphilis. By Robert W. Taylor, A.M., M.D., Clinical Professor 
of Venereal Diseases at the College of Physicians and Surgeons (Columbia 
University), New York; Surgeon to Bellevue Hospital, and Consulting 
Surgeon to City (Charity) Hospital, New York. Second edition. One 
volume. Pp. 722, with 138 illustrations and 27 plates, in colors and 
monochrome. Philadelphia and New York: Lea Brothers & Co., 1900. 

The profession has for years regarded Dr. Taylor as a leader in this 
subject, and has learned to trust in the matureness of his judgment and 
the wisdom of his advice. It is, therefore, with pleasure that we open 
this new volume, knowing that the contents will nave the touch of the 
master’s hand. The previous edition appeared in 1895, consisted of a 
thousand pages, and was justly considered a standard for books on that 
subject. In the preface of the present volume the author states that 
he has endeavored to present an up-to-date, practical, and compact 
treatise. As a result this volume is nearly one-third smaller than the 
last, and several subjects are treated so briefly and concisely as to be of 
little service to any except the genito-urinary expert; and yet with all 
the brevity the writer’s views are summed up clearly in a few well- 
choseu words, and we are forced to believe that an extended considera¬ 
tion of surgical diseases of the kidneys, bladder, and prostate seemed to 
him out of place in a book of this character. Aside from this there is 
very much to praise in the work. The description of gonorrhoea and 
its treatment is excellent, and his forcible remarks on facts are timely 
and just. He believes that gonorrhoea in 80 or 90 per cent, of cases 
invades the whole urethra, and that only exceptionally is it limited to 
the anterior portion. Such a statement is undoubtedly true of dispen¬ 
sary cases, where the poor are unwilling or too ignorant to properly 
follow the treatment recommended, but when applied to private prac¬ 
tice we would feel chagrined if posterior urethritis so often supervened. 
Under gonorrhoeal rheumatism he states as a golden rule that the inflam¬ 
mation in the urethra must be cured, since it is the source and origin 
of the disease. If the hydroarthrosis in this complication does not 
speedily subside after the application of blisters, he advocates aspiration 
and irrigation of the joint. It is to be hoped that this teaching will 
have many disciples. His remarks on prostatic hypertrophy are excel¬ 
lent, and a clear conception is given when palliative treatment should 
cease and operative treatment begin. In hydrocele he prefers Von 
Bergmnnn’s operation of resection of the sac, but does not mention 
Doyen’s procedure, which accomplishes the same results in perhaps an 
easier and quicker manner. 

The book closes with a series of chapters on syphilis, which are clas¬ 
sical. Great emphasis is laid on the fact that the proper time to begin 
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systematic medication in syphilis is the date at which general manifes¬ 
tations show themselves—namely, as soon as the generalized rash 
appears together with the inanifolcl symptoms of the secondary period. 
Few exceptions to this rule present themselves. The various forms of 
treatment are clearly detailed, and concise instructions given on the 
course to be pursued. 

The book is singularly free from pages of prescriptions, a fault so 
common in works of this character. In all matters relating to treat¬ 
ment, both surgical and medical, the author has aimed at presenting 
wholesome, conservative, and practical directions, and to accomplish 
this in such a condensed form as the present volume shows a nigh 
order of ability and labor. We can unhesitatingly recommend this 
book to both students and practitioners. R. G. L C. 


A Practical Treatise on Sexual Disorders of the Male and Female. 
By Robert W. Taylor, A.M., M.D., Clinical Professor of Venereal 
Diseases at the College of Physicians and Surgeons (Columbia University), 
New York ; Surgeon to Bellevue Hospital, and Consulting Surgeon to the 
City (Charity) Hospital, New York. Second edition. One volume. Pp. 
•138, with 91 illustrations and 13 plates, in colors and monochrome. Phila¬ 
delphia and New York : Lea Brothers & Co. 

The appearance of a second edition of Dr. Taylor’s book on this 
subject is good evidence that the first edition was well received by the 

f >rofession, and satisfactorily filled a needed want. The book is a little 
arger than its predecessor, but still of a very” convenient size. The 
text has been thoroughly' revised, the black .and white illustrations and 
also the colored plates are of high order, and freely illustrate the sub¬ 
ject in hand. The chapters on the anatomy and physiology of the 
sexual apparatus have been much amplified, and the subject of sexual 
disorders in women is presented in a more comprehensive manner. 
Particular attention has been paid to the therapeutics, in the direction 
of clearness of statement and of practicability. Until recently the sub¬ 
ject of sexual disorders has been treated in a rather loose and imprac¬ 
tical manner, the work done being unsatisfactory and unscientific when 
viewed as a whole, and based to a certain extent on visionary theories. 
It has been Dr. Taylor’s province to gather together the useful infor¬ 
mation that has been gained, and separate facts from fancies. As a 
result, we have a well-balanced volume on this highly important system. 
The underlying anatomical and physiological conditions have never 
been lost sight of in his description of diseases and symptoms, and the 
light of pathology has been thrown on the picture as fully as our 
present knowledge will warrant. The broad lines laid down by Dr. 
Taylor permit us to grasp comprehensively, on scientific and practical 
grounds, diseases which a few years ago were vaguely if at all under¬ 
stood, and as a result our treatment of such disorders is steadily pro¬ 
gressing to a satisfactory basis. 

The general practitioner is apt to have but few cases of these dis¬ 
orders, and his knowledge on the subject is usually correspondingly 
limited. Should he have occasion for such knowledge we can highly 
recommend to him Dr. Taylor’s work. R. G. L C. 
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The American Year-book of Medicine and Surgery. Being a yearly 
digest of scientific progress and authoritative opinion in all branches of 
medicine and surgery, drawn from journals, monographs, and text-books 
of the leading American and foreign authors and investigators, collected 
and arranged with critical editorial comments, under the general editorial 
charge of George M. Gould, M.D. In two volumes. Yol. I., Medicine. 
Vol. II., Surgery. Philadelphia and London : W. B. Saunders & Co., 
1901. 

Dr. Gould has adhered to the plan adopted last year of issuing this 
book in two volumes, one on medicine and the other devoted to sur¬ 
gical subjects. The volume on medicine is somewhat larger than that 
on surgery. The two volumes represent a very complete library of 
abstracts from current medical literature. These abstracts are wisely 
chosen, and the original matter has been carefully abstracted, the result 
being the production of a compend of modern medical literature in 
such shape as to be readily got at by those in pursuit of the literature 
of any particular subject. In the volume on surgery we would call 
particular attention to the section on general surgery. The subject is, 
of course, a large one, and we think that the method employed by the 
editors in the extraction of material of value from such a large field has 
resulted in a particularly useful epitome of the year’s literature on the 
subject. In the volume on medicine the most notable sections are those* 
on general medicine, by Drs. Stengel and Edsall, and on pathology and 
bacteriology, by Drs. Riesman and Kelly. In no branen of medicine 
have such extraordinarily important acquisitions to our knowledge been 
made as in pathology and bacteriology, and as upon these studies all 
clinical medicine must rest for its foundation, it is a great advantage 
for the busy practitioner to be able in a work of this character to find 
a condensation of the literature of the laboratory, with which it would 
otherwise be impossible for him to keep up; thus, in the study of yellow 
fever, cancer and malaria, accessions to our knowledge are made daily, 
possessing the greatest importance in the treatment of those conditions. 
Here the many articles which have been published during the past year 
by various laboratory workers are digested and the authoritative results 
indicated. 

The handsome typography and make-up of the books are particularly 
to be commended. F. R. P. 


The Medical News Pocket Formulary. Containing 1700 prescriptions 
representing the latest and most approved methods of administering 
remedial agents. By E. Quin Thornton, M.D., Demonstrator of Thera¬ 
peutics, Pharmacy, and Materia Medica in the Jefferson Medical College, 
Philadelphia. New (third) edition. Carefully revised to date of issue. 
In one wallet-shaped volume, strongly bound in leather, with pocket and 
pencil. Philadelphia and New York : L'ea Brothers & Co., 1901. 

While the pocket formulary is in general a useful addition to the 
physicians’ library, it of necessity has its limitation and dangere. For, 
after all, the practitioner of medicine must suit his combinations and 
doses to the individual case, and the tendency of a formulary is to 
encourage wholesale copying of prescriptions without a due study of 
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original causes. On the other hand, when the formulary is used as it 
should be, merely as a suggestion and help toward compounding the 
prescription, it is of great value, for often a physician may forget tem¬ 
porarily an appropriate drug or a happy combination, both of which 
may be supplied at short notice from the experiences of other men, 
most of them eminent in their different branches of the profession. The 
Medical New Formulary is one of the best that has appeared. It con¬ 
tains over seventeen hundred formula! relating to the treatment of all 
diseases that the physician will encounter, and they are arranged in 
alphabetical order under the headings of the various diseases treated 
upon. And not only is the formula given alone, as is too often the 
case in such works, but there is appended to each a short note giving 
directions as to the administration of the remedy, the suitable diet for 
the case, and the indications calling for this particular line of treat¬ 
ment Under each heading there are a number of different prescrip¬ 
tions, either for different phases of the same disease, or the treatments 
of different men. Care has been used to exhibit the drugs in a pala¬ 
table form, and most of the remedies suggested are those whose action 
is well known and not fancy or untried preparations. In addition, 
there are tables of weights and measures, incompatibles, poisons and 
antidotes, and of dosage which arc handy for ready reference. The 
volume is neatly bound in soft leather and of a convenient size to carry 
in the pocket; the text is clear and well printed on good paper. This 
little work has had a great deal of popularity in the past, as is evi¬ 
denced by the rapid exhaustion of the two preceding editions, and as a 
number of new drugs and different combinations of old ones have been 
included in the present (third edition), it will undoubtedly be as much 
appreciated as the others. G. M. C. 


Obstetric and Gynecologic Nursing. By E. P. Davis, A.M., M.D., 
Professor of Obstetrics in Jefferson Medical College, and of Obstetrics 
and Diseases of Infants in the Philadelphia Polyclinic. 12mo., -102 
pages. Illustrated. Philadelphia and London: W. B. Saunders & Co., 
1901. 

This volume has been prepared as a text-book for obstetrical and 
gynecological nurses, and is dedicated to the training schools of the 
Jefferson and Philadelphia Hospitals. The teaching is clear and con¬ 
cise, at the same time conservative, and the style is excellent. Much 
stress is laid upon the importance of antisepsis and cleanliness in every 
duty which the nurse is called upon to perform, and the relations which 
should exist between the nurae and the patient and the nurse and the 
physician are clearly brought out. We are particularly pleased to note 
this advice to the obstetrical nurse: “ If the physician requests her to 
tell him whether a laceration is present or not, she should respectfully 
decline, saying that she is not competent to make the examination.” 
The book is well illustrated and is divided into two parts, the first 
being devoted to obstetrical and the second to gynecological nursing. The 
author's definition of gynecological nursing is open to question and will 
not be generally admitted: ** This branch of nursing has to do with 
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those conditions of ill health in women in which the pelvic organs are 
concerned, but in which disease does not arise from pregnancy, parturi¬ 
tion, or the puerperal state. As the majority of diseases among women 
are connected with pregnancy or parturition, it will be seen that the 
field of gynecological nursing is a narrow one. As much of the treatment 
employed is of a surgical nature, it is more a surgical specialty than a 
separate and distinct department of medicine.” 

As a rule, the trained gynecologist is better qualified than the obstet¬ 
rician, both by experience and skill, to perform the secondary plastic 
operations and the abdominal operations necessitated by abortion and 
the accidents of pregnancy, and the gynecological nurse must be thor¬ 
oughly trained for this work. She is also frequently called upon by 
the gynecologist to nurse patients who do not require surgical measures, 
and whose disorders are not due to disturbances incident to puberty, 
menstruation, and the menopause. 

Careful and clear instruction is given for the care of the infant and 
the disorders which may arise. The appendix contains dietary formula* 
and methods for the preparation of surgical supplies. J. B. S. 


Clinical Studies in Vice and in Insanity. By Georoe R. Wilson, 
M.D., Medical Superintendent, Mavisbank Asylum. Pp. 234. New York: 
MacMillan Company. Edinburgh: William F. Clay, 1899. 

The author divides his book into three parts, viz.: “ 1. Drunken¬ 
ness and alcoholism considered as always a morbid affection of the pur¬ 
posive or self-directive functions of the mind, with special reference to 
the dynamics of cerebral processes.” 

“ 2. Types of alcoholists—twelve cases, some of them peculiar, 
considered especially from the point of view of the question. What kind 
of men and women become drunkards ?” • 

“ 3. A clinical study of insanity from records of fifteen cases, with 
various digressions—the mental physician’s point of view.” 

Writers have endeavored to make a distinction “ between drunken¬ 
ness, inebriety, alcoholism, dipsomania, mania a potu, delirium tremens, 
alcoholic insanity, alcoholic epilepsy, as if each were a disease by itself.” 
These terms are often convenient, but the author makes an appeal for 
a recognition of the fact that all of these disordered conditions have a 
definite and fairly constant lesion running through them, the difference 
depending mainly “ in the part of the nervous system or organ affected, 
the localization or diffusion of the lesion, the acuteness or intensity of 
it, and its complications,” and suggests that a generic term as “ alco¬ 
holism ” should be used. Dr. Anstie has defined alcoholism to be “ a 
disease of the general nervous system, induced by continued excesses in 
the use of alcoholic liquors.” Victor Magnan and others have made 
contributions to the literature of alcoholism, not from the stand-point 
of the moralist, but founded upon the clinical experience of physicians. 
The term has come to have a medical significance, and the conditions 
described have a tangible recognition. A nomenclature or classifica¬ 
tion is always helpful if generally understood and accepted, and the 
author, at the risk of a new venture in this direction, would use a 
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descriptive adjective, as simple or chronic alcoholism ; epileptic alcohol¬ 
ism ; alcoholic insanity; delusional alcoholism, etc. As many of the 
morbid manifestations, both mental and physical, that belong to the 
excessive use of alcohol are also observed from the prolonged use of 
drugs, and we might add the abuse of drugs, it would seem there is a 
warrant for a supplemental nomenclature, so as to include cases of this 
character. 

Admitting the difficulty which attends a study of the physiology of 
mind from a knowledge of the anatomy of the brain and of under¬ 
standing the relation of symptoms of disease to pathological conditions, 
the author proceeds to present “ a dynamical view of brain physiology,” 
or the operation of nerve motion upon the dendritic portion of the lirnio, 
and attempts to lay a foundation of the pathology of drunkenness. It 
is not nllegod that these views are founded upon clinical observations; 
and whether they are to be numbered among the many instances of 
indulgence in fruitless theoretical speculations about this subject, time 
and further consideration will show. 

That prolonged indulgence in alcoholic dissipation results in patho¬ 
logical changes in the brain has been shown by Dr. H. J. Berkcly and 
others. Although the connection between these abnormnl conditions 
and the various nervous and mental manifestations that follow is not 
yet understood, they are sufficiently related to establish the existence of 
disease and to bring these cases within the domain of medical science 
and study. The author might have laid a stronger foundation for the 
title of his book if he had furnished a history of the published cases 
prior to the manifestation of pathological or mental changes. It will 
appear, as a rule, that the majority of cases of alcoholism give some 
indications of degeneration to a lower plane, which is one of the results 
of heredity, and some of the cases cited establish this foct. A lowered 
moral sense and absence of will-power are the usual accompaniments 
of vicious propensities, so that bad habits acquired by doing a thing 
over and over again are no longer resisted, and become easily fixed. 
Vicious habits may become by repetition as firmly established as those 
of decent living, so that the moral aspect of these cases cannot he 
wholly ignored in the diagnosis or in the after-management. 

There will be a general agreement with all that tne author proposes 
as to the means and importance of re-establishing the general health of 
alcoholics; but he omits the most important clement of treatment, which 
is the power of detention of the patient, in the absence of which nil 
efforts are futile. How this is to be exercised, or under what condi¬ 
tions it will be granted, cannot be discussed here. If given, it will be 
against the judgment of public officials ; of lawyers who will look upon 
this step os a move to abolish a sacred privilege of the citizen, anil if 
ever granted will be done grudgingly, ana only after it has been demon¬ 
strated by medical experience to be an essential to successful treatment. 
There is no problem in murals, sociology, or in medicine which has 
been approached or considered in such a cowardly manner as the rela¬ 
tion of the drink habit, vice and vicious habits to insanity. It becomes 
the medical and legal professions and all boards having to do with the 
incompetent classes in their various relations to give the various ques¬ 
tions that are involved their fair and best consideration. 

The numlwr of applications mode by alcoholics for admission to hos¬ 
pitals intended for tne care of the insane, to sanitariums and so-called 
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cures,” often under the management of charlatans, is an evidence of 
their desire, as well as the victims of all habits, for relief. As a con¬ 
tribution from the large clinical experience of Dr. Wilson we welcome 
this book and all efforts to place the study of alcoholics and habit cases 
on a higher medical plane. 

The cases of insanity reported have a value as showing the relation 
of vice and vicious habits to the production of this disease. It may 
be noted, also, that many of them bear indications of transmitted pre¬ 
disposition to depravity and disease, and to a degree illustrate what is 
often observed—that vice, crime, and alcohol are among the most pro¬ 
lific indirect causes of insanity. J. B. C. 


Anatomy in its Relation to Art. An Exposition of the Bones and 
Muscles of the Human Body, with Especial Reference to their Influence 
upon its Actions and External Form. By George McClellan, M.D., 
author of “ Regional Anatomy,” etc. Illustrated by 338 original drawings 
and photographs made by the author expressly for the work. Published 
by the author, 1900. 

Dr. McClellan has again written and himself published a most 
sumptuous work on human anatomy. The scope of the present work 
is confined to the relationship of anatomy to art—a subject in which 
this acknowledged master of the science of human construction is 
peculiarly fitted to speak with authority and to present it with all the 
added force of delicate artistic appreciation, he himself being skilful 
in the arts of drawing and photography and familiar with tne needs 
of an artist from many years of experience as a teacher of anatomy at 
the Pennsylvania Academy of the Fine Arts. The result, as embodied 
in this large quarto, fully justifies the expectation of his many apprecia¬ 
tive pupils and friends in the medical profession. They would expect 
much from so competent a teacher, not only in technical completeness, 
but original presentation, and the product will sustain all tests. 

The special features of the work are the studies of the skeleton in 
relation to the outline of the body and to the photograph of the model, 
care being exercised to secure (by great labor and trouble) skeletons 
and models which shall exactly correspond and be as nearly as possible 
perfect in proportions. 

Next the individual parts of the bony framework are studied, and 
the distinctly original plan is pursued of sketching in the deepest 
muscles first, then in increasing series the other muscles, until the 
completed part is presented as a photograph of the model. This is 
different from the older books, since elsewhere the plan is followed of 
dissecting away the skin and gradually reaching the deeper structures. 
Iu the method employed by Dr. McClellan a clearer idea is secured of 
the relationships of the bones to the muscles, and also the method of 
reproduction used displays these parts iu a diagrammatic fashion, giving 
the directions of the tendinous and ligamentous structures, but present¬ 
ing most beautifully a quality of transparency to the limb or part 
analogous to an idealized fluoroscopic view. 

Another striking feature of this book, also distinctly original, is the 
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systematic comparison, side by side, of certain of the best specimens of 
antique statuary and photographs of the living model. In this con¬ 
nection Dr. McClellan makes a great point of calling the attention of 
artists to the importance of holding constantly in mind that this work 
has to do with living anatomy in normal poise and not with crude 
dissections of the dead as they are tempted to do. Much of modern 
statuary exhibits this fault, and the consequence is an appearance of 
exaggeration and overtension marring grace and finish. 

This is particularly well shown in the plates of the “ Sandal Bin¬ 
der," the “ Discobolus Thrower," the “ Flying" and the “ Resting 
Mercury," and the “ Fighting Gladiator.” 

Photographs of the female figure are also shown in a number of cus¬ 
tomary and domestic poses, which bring out the beauty of outline in 
contrast to the skeleton in simple and reposeful attitudes. These, again, 
contrast charmingly and usefully with the male poses. 

Some of the most valuable and original features of the book are Dr. 
McClellan's researches on the proportions of the human figure. He 
lias taken pains to compare the observations of Vitruvius and others 
and verify them whero they arc warranted and to offer his own con¬ 
clusions. This has involved a very large amount of study and labor, 
which forms an invaluable chapter at the close of the book and offers 
practical suggestions which will prove useful to the student of human 
proportion. 

The construction of the book itself is unusually handsome, the text 
being printed in a dark gray and the plates upon a specially prepared 
paper, also in light tints amf in a rich, warm gray, giving a delicacy to 
the proportions. 

Tne depths and qualities of the photographs, too, are preserved to an 
unusual degree in reproduction. J. M. T. 


Modern* Soroery: General and Operative. By John Chalmers 
DaCo*ta, M.D., Professor of the Principle® of Surgery and of Clinical 
Surgery, Jefferson Medical College, Philadelphia; Surgeon to the Phila¬ 
delphia Hospital and to St. Joseph’s Hospital, Philadelphia. With 493 
illustrations. Third edition, revised and enlarged. Philadelphia ai.d 
London : W. B. Saunders Co., 1900. 

The appearance of this the third edition only two years after the 
second shows that the verdict of the profession has been favorable to 
the work. 

It is not simply a reprint of previous editions, but the whole work 
has been most thoroughly reviskl. Each separate chapter seems to 
have been gone over and alterations and additions made. The total 
increase amounts to two hundred and six pages of new material, dis¬ 
tributed pretty evenly throughout the volume. This, of course, brings 
the work well up to date and adds much to its previous value. The 
original aim, as stated by the author, was to present in clear terms fun¬ 
damental principles, the chief operations, and the accepted methods of 
modern surgery, and to do this in a work which woulu stand lietween 
the complete but cumbrous text-books and the incomplete but concen- 
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trated compends. He was successful in accomplishing his purpose in 
the previous editions, and he has not departed from the lines then laid 
down in this edition. Subsequent issues, however, will demand pruning 
down if additional new matter is inserted. The work as it stands is an 
exceedingly useful one, both to the student and practitioner. The 
former is not confused with numberless details, while the latter will find 
in it almost everything he seeks for. The descriptions, while neces¬ 
sarily brief, still contain the essential points, together with many sug¬ 
gestions and hints that will be founa of value. The work is very 
practical in character, and, while the most advanced procedures are 
referred to, a judicious conservatism has been exercised in those recom¬ 
mended, thus rendering it a safe guide for practice. G. G. D. 


Orthopedic Surgeby. A Hand-book. By Charles Bell Keetley, 

F.R.C.S., Surgeon to the West London Hospital, etc. London: Smith, 

Elder & Co., 1900. - 

This is a medium-sized volume of 539 pages and 253 illustrations. 
The author states that the work was planned out nearly twenty years 
ago, and he publishes it as a statement of the views and as an analysis 
of the observations of a surgeon who has for twenty-two years devoted 
much time, thought, and labor to studying deformities and practising 
their treatment. Tuberculous diseases of the bones and joints, with the 
exception of spinal caries, are omitted, as are also ankyloses. They 
are reserved for appearance at a subsequent date in the form of an 
essay on the pathology and treatment of diseased and injured joints. 

The book will be found to appeal both to the general practitioner 
who wishes to inform himself on the subject of orthopedics as well as 
to the specialist. It embraces chapters on knock-Knees, bow-legs, 
rickets, various paralyses, cerebral and spinal; flat-foot, club-foot, 
hysteria in relation to orthopedics, wry-neck, deformities of the hands, 
fingers, and toes; congenital dislocations of the hip; the various dis¬ 
eases and deformities of the spine, acromegaly and a detailed descrip¬ 
tion of the application and management of plaster-of-Paris and poro- 
plastic felt. It is written in an excellent style. The descriptions and 
explanations are concise, clear, and readily understood. Tnere is an 
absence of verbosity, involvement of sentences, and prolixity that will 
commend it to the busy man. At the commencement of each chapter 
is a synopsis of its contents, a half to three-quarters of a page being 
consumed. This could be condensed with advantage. Tne book is 
not a compilation of other people’s work, neither is it a bold statement 
of the opinions of the writer. Contemporary literature has been studied 
and new procedures are explained and the author’s views given as to 
their value. We judge that it is a fair presentation of modern British 
orthopedic surgery. It is a safe guide to follow. Unproven theories 
are eschewed, ana the treatment advised is based on the more accepted 
pathological teachings. This practical treatment of the subject makes 
the book particularly valuable to the general practitioner. The spe¬ 
cialist will find in the work a critical review of the most recent addi¬ 
tions to orthopedic surgery with the views of the author as to their 
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value. The physiological and pathological side of orthopedics is not 
so fully treated as would be the case were the work from a German 
source, neither is there the multiplicity of devices and discussions on 
mechanics that one would expect from a writer on this side of the water; 
but there is a happy medium in the treatment of the subject which will 
be found satisfactory. We are somewhat surprised that apparently 
preference should be given to the osteoclasts of Robin and Coxlin over 
that of Grattan. The reverse is the case here. The author is evidently 
ingenious, as shown by his instruments for toe-drop and scoliosis, and 
by Ids operations for coxa vara, and reaching anterior spinal caries by 
trephining through the pedicle, lateral processes, and heads of the ribs. 
He advises arthrodesis at times for the hip and knee—an operation 
which we believe to be of rather limited value. 

The views expressed on lateral curvature are interesting. We 
quote: “ Now, no mere gymnastics of any kind, Swedish, German, 
American or English, will cure a genuine case of scoliosis. It is, how¬ 
ever, quite otherwise with the element of mere attitude in cases either 
of genuine scoliosis or of neuromimesis.” He advocates particularly 
the use of a poroplastic jacket with anterior supports. 

A mo3t excellent chapter is that on the application and management 
of plaster-of-Paris, poroplastic felt, etc. 


A Manual of Otology. By Goeuam Bacon, A.B., M.D., Professor of 
Otology in Cornell University Medical College, New York; Aural Surgeon, 
New York Eye and Ear Infirmary. With an introductory chapter by 
Claeence J. Blake, M.D., Professor of Otology in Harvard University. 
Second edition, revised and enlarged; 114 illustrations and three plates. 
Pp. 422. New York and Philadelphia: Lea Brothers & Co., 1900. 

In the new edition of Bacon’s excellent manual there has not been 
occasion to change the instruction so well imparted in the first publica¬ 
tion (less than two years before), and it is-mainly the additions that need 
comment here. There are changes in the type and section headings, 
which, with new illustrations, improve the appearance, and a colored 
plate is added, fairly portraying nine conditions of the drum-head. 
Especially notable is the extended introduction by Professor Blake, 
with its comprehensive view of the otological field and its reiterated 
demand for more intense but broad-minded specialism. Preaching only 
what he practises, no one can better than Dr. Blake insist upon the 
need of profound preparation in anatomical, physiological, ana physi¬ 
cal study for the making of a real specialist, nor can more consistently 
urge maintaining touch with all of tne general aspects of medicine nud 
enlisting the aid of the family physician in the study and care of aural 
cases. There is correction in the anatomical and other chapters of some 
of the minor points which the reviewer previously criticised, and new 
paragraphs enforce some of the lessons which before in' the very con¬ 
densed work seemed too briefly treated. Especially is the matter of 
intravenous transfusion of salt solution carefully described in detail, 
with the notable gains which it has made in combating shock after 
operations upon the sinus and cerebrum. Yet there is little change of 
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the simple, direct, personal treatise which appeals so strongly to most 
of its readers ; and one has to know the huge experience and ripe skill 
of the author to read between the lines of this unassuming manual how 
much more fully every topic might have been expounded and illus¬ 
trated. The presentation of illustrative cases sparingly used is particu¬ 
larly happy both in their choice and in the terse, clear way in which 
they are narrated. The work promises to hold its place at the head of 
the list of otological text-books for the student. B. A. R. 


Diseases of the Genito-urinary System. A Thorough Treatise 
on Urinary and Sexual Surgery. By Eugene Fuller, M.D., 
Professor of Genito-urinary Diseases in the New York Post-graduate 
Medical School, etc. New York: The MacMillan Company, 1900. 

This work of Dr. Fuller’s occupies the rather unique position, as 
noted on the title page and in the preface, as being one devoted solely 
to the surgery of the genito-urinary tract, the consideration of venereal 
diseases forming no part of the volume whatever. That it should 
require 700 pages to discuss this subject fullv only goes to demon¬ 
strate further the remarkable strides this special branch of surgery has 
made in the past few years. The author, in his preface, states what 
must be apparent to all readers of the various systems of medicine 
and surgery, that the main fault to be found with them lies in the 
fact that they have not been the product of a single mind, and that 
as a result the articles upon genito-urinary surgery in such works 
have been so often put into the hands of general surgeons that they 
are found to contain little more information upon the subject than 
could be gathered in works on general surgery. While acknowl¬ 
edging the correctness of this criticism, we are hardly ready to accept 
the plea of Dr. Fuller for a still further separation of the field of sur- 

¥ iry into genito-urinary surgeons and specialists in venereal diseases. 

his proposition is one that would appear to us should be settled ac¬ 
cording to the special bent of the surgeon’s mind ; to make two distinct 
branches of medicine out of what is inseparably connected, logically, 
and anatomically, seems to be specialism carried beyond the limit As 
a treatise devoted solely to the treatment of the purely surgical prob¬ 
lems of the genito-urinary system, the author has given us one of the 
very best works upon this subject before the medical public to-day. 
The chapter devoted to the treatment of stricture and the subject of 
catheterization is especially to be commended. We particularly note 
the writer’s restrictions upon the indiscriminate irrigations of the urethra 
so much in vogue in certain quarters, which are known to cause 
great damage to the mucous membrane of the urethra when improperly 
or injudiciously applied. As might be expected from Dr. Fuller, con¬ 
siderable attention is devoted to diseased conditions of the seminal- 
vesicles. As the author has been a pioneer in this field of genital dis¬ 
ease, his statements upon this subject can be said to be authoritative. 
In discussing the matter of hypertrophy of the prostate the author 
gives his personal preference to prostatectomy where any radical opera¬ 
tion is to oe performed upon the gland. As regards the Bottini opera- 
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tion, he calls attention to the fact, which is only too apparent, that the 
cicatricial stenosis resulting from the cautery will gravely complicate 
a subsequent prostatectomy in cases where the Bottini operation has 
failed. A review of this most valuable contribution to genito-urinary 
surgery would be incomplete were we to fail to call attention to the 
artistic work of the publishers in giving us a volume the type of which 
is almost perfect, the plates chiefly new and all excellently finished. 

H. M. C. 


Handatlas dee Anatomic des Menschen, in 750 Theils Farbigen 
Aebildungen mit Text. Mit Unteretutzung von Wilhelm His, Bear- 
beitetvon WernerSpalteholz. Dritter Band, I Abtheilung. Leipsic: 
S. Hirzel, 1900. 

The earlier parts of this work were reviewed at some length in this 
Journal. The fasciculus now under consideration. Part I. of the second 
volume, treats of the alimentary and the respiratory systems, the urinary 
apparatus, and the male and female generative organs. This part 
includes 139 pages of text and illustrations, the latter numbering 159, 
many of them being colored. 

The illustrations are exceedingly attractive in appearance, and, for 
the most part, are of great value; but they repeat the fault of very 
many current anatomical pictures in being too diagrammatic and in thus 
lacking realism. This is notably true, for example, of the representa¬ 
tion of the submaxillary gland in Fig. 541, and of the oesopnagus in 
Fig. 556, and of many of the pictures of the abdominal viscera. 

While so much may be said in criticism, there is much to be said in 
praise of the work. Each of the departments of anatomy considered 
m this part is thoroughly illustrated, and many of the illustrations are 
new as well as original. The depicting and naming of the different 
parts of the several regions of the body is a feature of this as of the 
earlier portions of the work. Especially to be commended in this 
regard is Fig. 513, “ the oral aperture ana its environs.” 

The text is clear and concise, and, though brief, is sufficiently full 
to elucidate the drawings. J. C. H. 


Appendicitis and its Surgical Treatment. By Herman Mynter, 
M.D. Philadelphia: J. B. Lippincott Co., 1900. 

In this little book the author has presented briefly and systematically 
the subject of appendicitis. He has quoted the views of many authors, 
both at home ana abroad. He has stated clearly and concisely conclu¬ 
sions based upon his study and practice. The book is a r£sum£ of the 
literature of appendicitis, together with the personal experience of the 
•author. 

The ideas regarding appendicitis held by surgeons of different nation¬ 
alities are stated very attractively. To one familiar with the subject 
this book is of little real value. To one looking for a brief statement 
of the salient facts concerning the disease, the book is somewhat attrac¬ 
tive. C. L. S. 



